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PUBLISHED  BY 

THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SENIOR  CLASS 
OF  BENSON  HIGH  SCHOOL 

BENSON,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


NINETEEN  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-EIGHT 


Foreword 


The  Seniors  present  this  booklet  to  which  you 
may  go  and  find  the  by-gones  of  every  phase  of 
school  life  in  picture  form. 


Dedication 

To  you  who  started  us  ou  the  journey, 

To  you  who  kept  us  going  when  failure  stared  us  in  the  face, 

To  you  who  gave  encouragement  when  the  road  so  rough  did  seem, 
To  you  who  have  made  it  possible  for  us  this  goal  to  reach, 

To  you  dear 
Mothers  and  Fathers 
The  Seniors  of  ’28  Dedicate 
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of 
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THE  BY-GONES 


1928 


Four 


Orit  School  Building 
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This  is  our  treasured  gold  mine, 

Filled  with  nuggets  of  knowledge  left  behind; 

Its  faults  could  be  written  on  one  line, 

For  with  us,  you  see,  it’s  our  home  for  a time. 

E.  A.  M.,  ’28. 


Five 
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Board  of  Trustees 

J.  M.  Britt,  Chairman 

Ezra  Parker,  Secretary  Ur.  A.  S.  Oliver 
J.  F.  Woodall  C.  T.  Johnson 


Officers  of  Parent-Teacher  Association 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Martin,  President  Miss  Gladys  Harrell,  Secretary 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Whittenton,  Vice  President  Mrs.  Paul  Johnson,  Treasurer 
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1928 


THE  BY-GONES 


N.  G.  Woodlief,  Superintendent 


JOHNSTON  COUNTY  ROOM 


THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  OF  JOHNSTON  COUNTY 
AND  SMITHFIELD 
305  Market  Street 
Smithfield,  North  Carolina  27577 
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High  School  Faculty 


Miss  Shipp 
Mtss  Phillips 


Miss  Harrell 


Mr.  Temple  Miss  Orr 


Miss  Poot.e 


Mtss  Utley 
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Elementary 

J 


School  Faculty 

j 


Miss 

Miss 

Miss 


Canada y Mrs.  Howard 

T alton  Miss  Cheek 

Britt  Miss  McCullers 

Mrs.  Starling 


Miss  Wilson  Miss 

Miss  Morgan  Miss 

Miss  Townsend  Miss 

Miss  Lennon 


Dean 

Johnson 

Dickinson 


Nine 
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The  By-Gones  Staff 

Leta  Gold  Johnson  Howard  B.  Benton 

Editor  Business  Manager 


Ten 


CLASSES 


Eleven 
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Senior  Class  Organization 

Miss  Ernestine  Shipp,  Adviser 

Howard  B.  Benton,  President  Leta  Gold  Johnson,  Secretary 

Edgar  Wall,  Vice  President  Graham  Will.  Treasurer 

Motto:  To  the  very  end 

Colors:  Rainbow  Flower:  Sweet  Pea 


Twelve 


Cornelia  Woodlief.  Mascot 
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Lawrence  Milton  Allen 
“John  Milton” 

"If  talking  will  do  it,  he'll  icin" 

Debates  Senator 

Figures  Sober  Habits 


Roy  Franklin  Batts 
“Ray” 

‘Not  too  serious,  not  too  gay. 
But  a good  fellow  every  day" 

Politician  Truck 

Dances  School 


Howard  Beasley  Benton 
“Benton” 

"Ever  willing  and  capable  to  do  whatever  he  under- 
takes" 


Printing  Automobiles 

A Good  Sport  An  All  Round  Fellow 


Christine  Denning 
“Crick” 

"Her  good  humor  is  a fountain  never  dry ” 

Red  Pepper  Giggles 

Love  Smiles 


Thirteen 
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Bektie  Mae  Ennis 

“Bert” 

“ Happiness  is  cheaper  than  worry — why  pay  the 
price?” 


Chewing  Gum  Jokes 

Surveyor  (?)  Country 


Virginia  Dare  Gilbert 

“ J ennie” 

“Loved  by  all  who  knoio  her” 

Friendly  Basketball 

Demure  French  Letters 


Hazel  Olivia  Gregory 
“Hizel” 

“A  cheerful  girl  xvith  that  winsome  smile” 

Music  Happiness 

Snow  Hill  Letters 


Fred  Kitchin  Johnson 
“Johnson” 

“If  worry  was  the  only  cause  of  death,  then  he  would 
live  always” 

An  All  Round  Senior  Happy-Go-Lucky 
Talks  Geometry 


Fourteen 
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Leta  Gold  Johnson 
“Gold”  ' 


"True  and  sincere , loyal  and  kind; 
Another  just  like  her,  you'll  never  find" 

Radio  Style 

Friends  Attention! 


Daisy  Massengill 
“Dizzy” 

"She  is  gentle  and  kind,  thoughtful  in  mind ” 

Geometry  Friends 

Soft  Voices  Books 


Ruth  Aileen  Medlin 
“Rufus” 

"How  sioeet  and  true  she  seems  to  he ” 

Candy  Poetry 

Parties  Dances 


Joseph  Randal  Ovebby 
“Joe” 

‘To  sum  up  all:  he  merry.  I advise; 

And  as  we  are  merry,  may  we  still  he  ivise" 


Wages 

Jokes 


Laughter 
Library  (?) 
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Mack  David  Ovekbt 

“Rudolph” 

"He  has  a fountain  of  wit  that's  never  dry ” 

Movies  Song  Bird 

Pep  Mirrors 


Margaret  Lee  Peacock 

-Peggy” 

"A  merry  heart  cloeth  good  like  medicine” 

High  Walls  (?)  Buick,  Chevrolet  (?) 

Books  Chatterbox 


William  Nicholas  Rose 

“Bill” 

‘■You  live  but  once — ivhy  not  make  use  of  it?” 

Athletics  Speed 

Romance  Letters 


Aline  Mae  Stewart 

“Stewart” 

■'Of  all  the  girls  that  e’er  we’ve  seen. 
There’s  none  so  fine  as  Aline” 

Stenographer  Smiles 

Curly  Hair  Poetess 


Sixteen 
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Leola  Maie  Tart 
“Sam” 

“ The  way  to  have  friends  is  to  he  one" 

“Eats”  Books  (?) 

Dances  Funny  Things 


James  Graham  Wall 
“Gray” 

“ Still  ivaters  run  deep ” 

Geometry  Work 

Shakespeare  Senior  Musician 


John  Edgar  Wall.  Jr. 

“John  Edgar” 

‘No  rings  on  his  fingers,  no  hells  on  Ms  toes; 
But  still  he  makes  music  ivherever  he  goes ” 

Music  Box  Cars 

Tall,  Taller.  Then  Some 


Pauline  Wheeler 
“Wheeler” 

"She's  full  of  glee; 

And  industrious  as  a hee” 

Pranks  French 

Books  Music 
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Class  Poem 

The  long,  hard  road  is  traveled, 

The  arduous  journey  is  done, 

The  threads  of  our  tasks  are  unraveled, 

Triumph  and  victory  won  ! 

Soldiers  all  we  never  wavered, 

Loyal  to  our  sacred  cause, 

As  comrade  brothers  were  we  favored, 

By  sweetest  Destiny’s  laws. 

Then  let  our  banners  be  flaunted, 

Ring  aloud  our  battle  cry, 

“To  The  Very  End.”  Undaunted, 

Is  our  code  of  victory. 

But  in  our  glory  rend  our  hearts, 

These  days  that  are  no  more, 

Piercing  like  ten  thousand  darts — 

School  days  forever  o’er. 

Sweetest  memories  we  leave  behind  us, 

Memories  never  too  old  to  tell — 

Memories  sublime  in  the  growing  dusk — 

But  now  to  you — Farewell ! 

Aline  Mae  Stewart,  Poetess. 
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\\ 

. Popular 

Prettiest  

Most  Handsome  ... 

Cutest  

Most  Influential  . 
Most  Independent 
Most  Original 
Most  Talented  ... 
Most  Ambitious  ... 
Most  Dignified  ... 
Most  Conceited..... 
Biggest  Talker  ... 

Most  Bashful  

Most  Inquisitive  ... 


.nage  16,  Picture  - 
.Page  16,  Picture  1 
.Page  13,  Picture  3 
Page  13,  Picture  4 
Page  15,  Picture  1 
.Page  14,  Picture  4 
.Page  15,  Picture  3 
Page  17,  Picture  4 
.Page  13,  Picture  1 
Page  17,  Picture  3 
Page  16,  Picture  1 
Page  17,  Picture  1 
Page  15,  Picture  2 
Page  14,  Picture  2 
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Junior  Class 


Twenty 
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% 


Junior  Glass  Organization 

Miss  Gladys  Harrell .. 

DeWitt  Woddall.... 

Margaret  Benton 

Estelle  Stephenson 


.Class  Adviser 

.... President 

Vice  President 

Secretary-Treasurer 


MARSHALS 

Alonzo  Parrish,  Jr.,  Chief 
Tommie  Batts 
Kenneth  Johnson 
Miriam  Brady 
Margaret  Benton 

Colors:  Green  and  White  Flower:  White  Rose 

Motto:  Push , pull,  or  yet  out  of  the  ivay 


MEMBERS 


Shelton  Barber 
Tommie  Batts 
Margaret  Benton 
Katherine  Blalock 
Miriam  Brady 
Lila  Clifton 
Clara  Creech 
Lois  Ennis 
Iris  Ennis 
Vara  Gregory 
Ruby  Holmes 
Kenneth  Johnson 
Denton  Lee 


Ruby  Lee 
Alton  Massengill 
Gladys  Massengill 
Thelma  McLamb 
Velma  Parker 
Alonzo  Parrish,  Jr. 
Clyde  Pleasant 
Geneva  Pleasant 
Golda  Reaves 
Hampton  Royal 
Estelle  Stephenson 
S.  D.  Stone,  Jr. 
DeWitt  Woodall 


Twenty-one 
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Sophomore  Class  Organization 


“SECTION  A’ 

Miss  Annie  Laura  Phillips — 

Ryal  Johnson 

Dwight  Johnson.  ----- 

Horace  Ryals 

Crommetta  Lee 


.Class  Adviser 

President 

Vice  President 

Secretary 

...Treasurer 


Melba  Britt 
Alice  Coats 
Minnie  Dixon 
Mildred  Ennis 
Ada  Ennis 
Mayron  Godwin 
Lucille  Johnson 
Ociadelle  Johnson 
Edna  Langdon 
Crommetta  Lee 


Miss  Mary  Bailey  Orr... . 
Shaw  Thel  Stephenson 

Ethel  Benton 

Murle  Johnson - 

Margaret  Duncan 


MEMBERS 

Lola  Massengill 
Gertrude  Price 
Vestal  Stewart 
Mildred  Stephenson 
Elsie  Turlington 
Pearle  Williams 
Christine  Wilson 
Roy  Denning 
Edward  Holmes 


“SECTION  B” 


Lloyd  Hedrick 
Dwight  Johnson 
Oscar  Johnson 
Ryal  Johnson 
Felix  Jones 
Ishmael  Matthews 
Yoakum  Matthews 
Horace  Ryals 
Robert  Reaves 
David  Surles 


Class  Adviser 

President 

Vice  President 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Cheer  Leader 


Ethel  Benton 
Mary  Frances  Cagle 
Florence  Denning 
Margaret  Duncan 
Sarah  Farmer 
Cleo  Godwin 
Alva  Hodges 


Hattie  Mae  Johnson 
Irene  Johnson 
Joseph  Johnson 
Mary  Lou  Johnson 
Murle  Johnson 
Roscoe  Langdon 
Edward  Moore 


Iva  Norris 
Matred  Parker 
Leola  Pleasant 
Vira  Raynor 
Woodrow  Smith 
Shaw  Thel  Stephenson 
Hettie  Woodall 


Colors:  Green  and  White 


Flower:  Rose 


Motto:  Hitch  your  wagon  to  a star 


Twenty-two 
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freshman  class  organization 


mr.  temple 

mary  stancil 

irving  langdon.. 
archie  johnson.. 
millard  higgins 


...class  adviser 

president 

.vice  president 

secretary 

treasurer 


colors:  red  and  white 


motto:  striving  ever  upward 


flower:  red  carnation 


members 


bevie  alien 
pattie  mae  batts 
Cornelia  benson 
lillian  benson 
hattie  harbour 
florence  boon 
danford  britt 
paul  brown 
stewart  bailey 
wade  bailey 
Sherwood  barefoot 
worth  denning 
ruth  denning 
pauline  ennis 
roy  ennis 
charlotte  eldridge 
lawrence  grantham 
millard  biggins 
dalton  holmes 
jack  hodges 
katy  mae  holmes 
roena  hodges 
gladys  ivey 


archie  johnson 
mozelle  johnson 
larmon  lee 
willie  lee 
irving  langdon 
glenn  rnorgan 
myrtle  o’neal 
preston  putnam 
pauline  pollard 
ida  parker 
dallas  raynor 
sue  ryals 
lavalle  Stephenson 
ralpli  smith 
mary  stancil 
wade  Strickland 
Charlie  suggs 
jasper  surles 
mary  belle  wilson 
thomas  williams 
maurine  whitley 
maude  evelyn  wall 
may  belle  wheeler 


Twenty-three 
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School  Statistics 


Most  Popular  — 

Prettiest  

Cutest  - 

M ost  Handsome  

Most  Influential  

Most  Talented  

Most  Enthusiastic  — 

Most  Original  

Most  Dependable 

Most  Studious 

Most  Musical  

Most  Dignified 

Most  Independent  ... 

Most  Ambitious 

Best  All  Round  Boy- 
Best  All  Round  Girl 

Most  Athletic  Boy 

Most  Athletic  Girl.... 

Biggest  Flirt  

Wittiest  

Biggest  Talker  

Most  Inquisitive  


Edna  Langdon 

—.Margaret  Benton 

Geneva  Pleasant 

Milton  Allen 

Howard  Benton 

Joe  Johnson 

Florence  Boone 

Beta  Gold  Johnson 

Kenneth  Johnson 

-Sarah  Farmer 

Shelton  Barber 

Ruth  Medlin 

Alonzo  Parrish,  Jr. 

.Daisy  Massengill 

....Graham  Wall 

...Margaret  Peacock 

Ryal  Johnson 

.... Ociadelle  Johnson 

Yara  Gregory 

Joe  Overby 

Leola  Mae  Tart 

Pauline  Wheeler 


Twenty-four 


SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES 
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Boger,  Phidelphian,  and  Pi  Delta  Literary  Societies 


Twenty-six 
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Roger  Literary  Society 

Alonzo  Parrish,  Jr 

Oscar  Johnson 

Tommie  Batts 


— President 

Vice  President 
Secretary 


Shelton  Barbour 
Roy  Batts 
Tommie  Batts 
Paul  Brown 
Roy  Denning 
Loyd  Hedrick 
Jack  Hodge 


Edward  Holmes 
Archie  Johnson 
Joseph  Johnson 
Oscar  Johnson 
Ryle  Johnson 
Felix  Jones 
Irving  Langdon 


Roseoe  Langdon 
Larmon  Lee 
Yoakum  Matthews 
Mack  Overby 
Alonzo  Parrish.  Jr. 
Dallas  Raynor 
Robert  Reaves 


Hampton  Royal 
Horace  Ryal 
S.  D.  Stone,  Jr. 
Wade  Strickland 
Charlie  Suggs 
Edgar  Wall 
Graham  Wall 


DeWitt  Woodall 


Phidelphian  Literary  Society 


Margaret  Peacock 

Ruby  Lee 

Sarah  Farmer.... 

Mozeele  Johnson... 


President 

Vice  President 

Recording  Secretary 
Treasurer 


Pattie  Mae  Batts 
Cornelia  Benson 
Lillian  Benson 
Ethel  Benton 
Margaret  Benton 
Florence  Boone 
Miriam  Brady 
Melba  Britt 
Mary  Frances  Cagle 
Alice  Coats 
Florence  Denning 
Christine  Denning 
Minnie  Dixon 
Margaret  Duncan 
Charlotte  Eldridge 
Pauline  Ennis 


Bertie  Mae  Ennis 
Lois  Ennis 
Mildred  Ennis 
Sarah  Farmer 
Virginia  Gilbert 
Mayron  Godwin 
Hazel  Gregory 
Vara  Gregory 
Alva  Hodges 
Roena  Hodges 
Katv  Mae  Holmes 
Gladys  Ivey 
Hattie  Mae  Johnson 
Irene  Johnson 
Leta  Gold  Johnson 
Lucille  Johnson 


Mary  Lou  Johnson 
Mozelle  Johnson 
Murle  Johnson 
Oeiadelle  Johnson 
Edna  Langdon 
Croinmetta  Lee 
Ruby  Lee 
Daisy  Massengill 
Gladys  Massengill 
Lola  Massengill 
Ruth  Medlin 
Iva  Norris 
Ida  Parker 
Matrid  Parker 
Velma  Parker 
Margaret  Peacock 


Leola  Pleasant 
Vira  Raynor 
Sue  Ryals 
Mary  Stancil 
Mildred  Stephenson 
Aileen  Stewart 
Vestal  Stewart 
Leola  Tart 
Elsie  Turlington 
Maude  Evelyn  Wall 
Maurine  Whitley 
Maybelle  Wheeler 
Pauline  Wheeler 
Christine  Wilson 
Mary  Belle  Wilson 
Pearl  Williams 


Hettie  Woodall 


Pi  Delta  Literary  Society 


Howard  Benton. President 

Shaw  Thee  Stephenson. Secretary -Treasurer 


Milton  Allen 
Sherwood  Barefoot 
Howard  Benton 
Danford  Britt 
Lawrence  Grantham 


Millard  Higgins 
Dalton  Holmes 
Fred  Johnson 
Dwight  Johnson 
Kenneth  Johnson 


Denton  Lee 
Alton  Massengill 
Edward  Moore 
Joseph  Overby 


Clyde  Pleasant 
William  Rose 
Ralph  Smith 
Woodrow  Smith 
Shaw  Thel  Stephenson 


Twenty-seven 
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■ Class.  Boys'  Glee  Club.  Girls'  Glee  Club 


Twenty-eight 
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Girls’  Quartette 

Florence  Boone 
Florence  Denning 
Ethel  Benton 
Murle  Johnson 


Art  Class 


Miss  McCullers,  Instructor 
Willie  Creech  Levinson 
Christine  Wilson 
Edna  Langdon 
Craig  Overby 
Mary  Stancil 
Mattie  Allen 
Lawrence  Grantham 


Boys’  Q uartette 


Shelton  Barber 
Edgar  Wall 
Mack  Overby 
Alonzo  Parrish,  Jr. 


Twenty-nine 
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Boys’  Basketball  Team,  Baseball  Candidates 


Thirty 


1928 
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Girls’  Basketball  Team,  Girls’  Hiking  Club 


Thirty-one 
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